
WAIKĪKĪ IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

V O L U M E  X X V I I  I S S U E  2 	 F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4

E-newsletter keeping you up-to-date on Waikīkī news, features, trends and more!

Wikiwiki Wire



3
WAIKĪKĪ PUBLIC ACCESS 
PROJECT

7
THE KŪHIŌ BEACH HULA 
SHOW - SUSPENDED

8
STREET ACTIVITY IN & NEAR 
WAIKĪKĪ

C o n t e n t s

MORE WAIKĪKĪ NEWS, EVENTS & FOOD

BASALT - PRIX FIXE DINNER & 
VALENTINE'S DAY MENU

DUKE'S LANE MARKET & EATERY - NEW 
ITEMS!

LOVE IS IN THE AIR AT HALEKULANI

NEW VISTAS AT HALEPUNA

FOOD GURUS - MOVING BRANDS OFF 
SHELVES AND INTO HEARTS

HAWAI'I CONVENTION CENTER 
WELCOMES MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS, 
JOY OF SAKE

WHAT'S NEW IN FEBRUARY AT 
INTERNATIONAL MARKET PLACE

BUTTERFLY TEA TAKES FLIGHT AT MOANA 
SURFRIDER, A WESTIN RESORT & SPA

FLAVORS OF WAIKĪKĪ AT WAIKĪKĪ BEACH 
WALK

CELEBRATE LOVE & LUNAR NEW YEAR 
AT ROYAL HAWAIIAN CENTER THIS 
FEBRUARY

NEW AT WAIKĪKĪ SHOPPING PLAZA - 
RAMEN BARIO & RIBS & BROTH WAIKIKI



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 3

A Senate Bill (SB3354) has been introduced that 
appropriates funds for a capital improvement 
project to the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) to plan, design and reconstruct 
a public beach access route between Fort 
DeRussy Beach and the Royal Hawaiian Beach, 
Waikīkī.  This legislation is being spearheaded by 
Senator Moriwaki who represents Senate District 
#12 which includes Waikīkī.

The proposed actions to design a new public 
accessway will greatly improve access to 
Waikīkī's public beaches and greatly reduce the 
vulnerability of this portion of Waikīkī to coastal 
hazards and sea level rise complementing the 
planned beach improvements in this area.  The 
need for a dedicated public access (boardwalk) 
is critical to overall improvement of this beach 
area.  Even if the proposed beach improvements 
do occur it will still limit access to those that can 
transit over the sand and will not benefit those 
with limited mobility since the current walkway is 
discontinuous and requires traversing the beach 
in sections. 

Waikiki Public Access 
Project

WAIKIĪKĪ BEACH NEWS & UPDATES

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=3354&year=2024
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Stakeholders of the Waikiki community can speak to the 
urgent need for improved public access in this area based 
on the current shoreline condition of the proposed project 
area. Changing coastal conditions and beach erosion have 
deteriorated existing public infrastructure such as seawall 
walkways, creating hazardous conditions for both resident 
and visitor pedestrians in the Waikiki region.  In areas where 
the walkways have not yet collapsed, the walkway is narrow, 
inaccessible to those who cannot use stairs, and is often 
overtopped by sand and crashing waves creating an extremely 
hazardous environment.

Without safe lateral shoreline access, the east and west 
portions of Waikiki’s waterfront are discontinuous and a large 
segment of the beach known as the Halekulani-Kawehewehe 
Beach Sector is inaccessible from the shoreline, which is 
the predominant way that visitors typically transit along this 
portion of Waikiki Beach. The poor condition of this area inhibits the flow of pedestrians along the 
coast and between the streets and sidewalks and the other businesses that serve both visitors and 
local residents in the area. 

A proposed beach improvement project by the DLNR is also currently under regulatory review.  The 
proposed Waikīkī Beach improvement and maintenance projects are an essential component to the 
overall resilience of this critically important area.  The proposed project in the Halekulani sector of 
Waikīkī is critical to mitigate the forecast impacts of sea-level rise as well as the observed beach 
loss and coastal inundation already being experienced on a more frequent basis in Waikīkī.  The 
proposed public access and planned Waikīkī Beach Improvements are very compatible and can both be 
accomplished on separate but coordinated timeframes.

The bill provides a way to improve public safety, restore access, regenerate connections and revitalize 
the character and public use in this area of the community, and also to serve as an example of how 
our region can incorporate sea level rise and coastal hazards into planning and adaptation processes 
moving forward. One of the most innovative and important aspects of this effort is the proposal 
to develop a stakeholder driven design process by conducting extensive community engagement, 
incorporate innovative research on climate adaptation from the University of Hawaii, include local 
design and engineering firms, collaborate with numerous Waikiki stakeholders on a mutually beneficial 
project.

https://www.wbsida.org/waikiki-beach-improvements
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Kŭhiŏ Beach Hula Show

THE KUHIO BEACH HULA SHOW HAS BEEN SUSPENDED, 
PENDING FUNDING CONFIRMATION.

Please check our website www.waikikiimprovement.com for future updates.
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STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKĪKĪ (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

JOHNNY FAERBER 10K RUN 
February 4, 2024 Sunday
5:30 AM Lanes Close | 9:30 AM Lanes Reopen (Approximate)

JOHNNY FAERBER 10K RUN sponsored by RRCA/Mid Pacific Roadrunners 
Club. The event is expected to have 250 runners. It will start on Kalakaua Ave., to 
Diamond Head Rd., to Kahala Ave., to Paikau St., to Diamond Head Rd., to 22nd 
Ave., to Kilauea Ave., to Elepaio St., to Kahala Ave., to Diamond Head Rd., to 
Kalakaua Ave., to finish at Honolulu Marathon finish line area. Contact: Joan Davis 
535-9070, E-mail:  joaniediva1@gmail.com For more info, visit their website: http://
www.mprrc.com/ This permit application has been approved.
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FIRST COURSE

Prix Fixe Prix Fixe $60$60

Soup of the Day
or

Mixed Greens

SECOND COURSE
Miso Black Cod

or
Ribeye Steak

THIRD COURSE
Basque Cheesecake

or
Grand Marnier Mousse Cake 

DinnerDinner    5-9 pm5-9 pm
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PORK BELLY CHICHARRON
FRESH AHI POKE WITH SUSHI RICE
CAPRESE SKEWERS



Halekulani │ 2199 Kalia Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-923-2311 | www.halekulani.com

Halekulani Bliss 2024
Valid February 1 - 24

Indulge in a 90-minute couples experience 
with our signature Halekulani massage, 
combining Lomi Lomi with warm stones 
and a choice of our Maile scented oil or 
Passionfruit Oil.  

$550 plus tax and gratuity per 
couple.  Kamaainas receive 15% off on spa 
services with valid Hawaii ID.  

Please call 808-931-5322 for more 
information and to make a reservation.  

Named after the classic 1930’s Ella Fitzgerald 
song, this elegant cocktail, is our take on the 
Strawberry Negroni.

Made with Tanqueray Gin, Carpano Antica, 
Strawberry Campari, homemade strawberry 
syrup, a tableside spritz of Kohana Kokoleka 
Rum, and garnished with a Strawberry 
Campari Fruit leather.

Enjoy this along with many new sophisticated 
cocktails at Lewers Lounge…a perfect end to 
any evening.  

Tuesday – Thursday:  5:00 – 12:00 am
Friday – Saturday:  5:00 – 12:30 am

That Was My Heart
Featured at Lewers Lounge

Our ‘House Befitting Heaven,” is the ideal 
place for a couple to start their new life 
together and make lasting memories.  

Let our experienced Catering and Banquet 
team make planning your special day 
effortless as they work with you on every 
detail to create the perfect wedding.

Visit www.halekulani.com/space-
category/weddings/

Wedding Dreams

Love is in the Air

In honor of Valentine’s Day, we have created the most romantic environment 
for you and your loved one.  Call 808-518-2019 to reserve your table at

La Mer, Orchids, or House Without A Key.



Valentine’s Day at
UMI by Vikram Garg

Whether you are celebrating Chinese New Year, 
Valentine’s Day, Easter, and more, we have you 
covered!  Stop by the bakery to see what we have 
in store for the upcoming various holidays.

Chinese New Year – Feb 10:
Mandarin Lychee Mousse (see above), Almond 
Cookies, and Macau style egg tarts.

Valentine’s Day – Feb 14:
Raspberry Yuzu Entrement, Strawberry Pan, 
Decorated Heart Cookies.

Find your new favorite pastry!

Open Wednesday – Sunday 
6:30 am – 11:30 am

www.halekulani.com/dining/halekulani-bakery

All the love, none of the stress…Let UMI by Vikram 
Garg bring you a touch of indulgence and luxury 
on the most romantic day of the year.

Choose between two indulgent menus to evoke 
the senses and create moments of connection for 
you and your loved one.  There is also an option to 
upgrade and add Champagne and Oysters.

For more information or to reserve a table, please 
visit OpenTable.com and search UMI by Vikram 
Garg and select special menu, or 
call 808-744-4244.

www.umibyvikramgarg.com

Currently on display until March 10th at the Honolulu 
Museum of Art is:

David Hockney:  Perspective Should Be Reversed, 
Prints from the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer 

and His Family Foundation
A retrospective of one of the most influential British 
artists of the 20th century.  This exhibition is the 
largest retrospective print exhibition of Hockey’s 
career, with more than 100 colorful prints, collages, 
drawings in a variety of media spanning six decades of 
the artist’s career.

For more information on this exhibit, please visit 
Honolulumuseum.org.

Halepuna guests have complimentary admission 
through the Halepuna Access program.

On display at
Honolulu Museum of Art

Halepuna Waikiki by Halekulani │ 2233 Helumoa Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-921-7272 | www.halepuna.com

New Vistas

Upcoming festivities at 
Halekulani Bakery

Sometimes a change in perspective is all you need to reset your mind and body.  
With Halepuna Waikiki as your home base, the island of Oahu unfolds around you with 

opportunities to explore, taste, and discover all that we have to offer.
www.halepuna.com
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Contact us for a free consultation - Doug Harris - doug@digivortex.com

“Over the past 16 years, Food Gurus 
Hawaii has always gone the extra mile to 
do what’s right by us and our brand. They 
understand and support who we are at  
KTA and the communities we serve.” 
Toby Taniguchi
President, KTA Super Stores  
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Food Gurus is Hawaii’s Food & Beverage Marketing Specialist.
One -Stop Comprehensive Creative, Digital, Marketing & 

Publicity Customized Solutions.

We Move Brands Off Shelves & Into Hearts
Food Gurus is Hawaii’s Food & Beverage Marketing Specialist.

One -Stop Comprehensive Creative, Digital, Marketing & 
Publicity Customized Solutions.

We Move Brands Off Shelves & Into Hearts

AWARD
WINNING
DESIGNS

AWARD
WINNING
DESIGNS

Contact us for a free consultation 
Doug Harris - doug@digivortex.com | (808) 946-4626

foodgurususa.com



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 13

@HawaiiConventionCenter @HIConventionCtr @HawaiiConventionCenter

The Hawai‘i Convention Center will
welcome 4,000 attendees for the
Hawaiian AAU Grand Prix 2024
volleyball tournament from February
17-19. The tournament helps kick off a
year of exciting sporting events at the
Center, including the Spam Slam and
the Aloha Region Spring Break
Madness in March.

Hawai‘i Convention Center Welcomes 
Major Sporting Events, Joy of Sake 

The event runs from 6:30-9 p.m. and is $120 per person. 
Additional information is available at joyofsake.com. 

On February 23, the annual Joy of
Sake event will return to the Center
with 578 different labels from 198
Japanese and overseas breweries,
together with traditional and
contemporary sake appetizers from
top Hawai‘i chefs. Through the
“world’s best sake celebration,” the
nonprofit Joy of Sake works to
educate participants about the
great variety of sakes being
produced today.
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What’s New in February at International Market Place 

 
Lunar New Year 
Celebrate the Year of the Dragon on Saturday, 
February 10 at International Market Place. Welcome 
the Lunar New Year with high energy Lion Dance 
performances, traditional Chinese calligraphers, free 
stargazing on the Grand Lānai and a special gift with 
purchase offer from Honolulu Cookie Company.  
 
• 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. – Lion Dancing throughout 

Levels 1, 2 & 3, followed by an educational 
presentation in Queen’s Court.  

• 1 – 3 p.m. – Traditional Chinese calligraphy on 
Level 1, Mauka Court.  

• 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. – FREE Stargazers of Hawaii Moon Viewing (additional viewing offered on 
February 17). 

 
Lucky Gift with Purchase! Customers who spend $150 or more in same day receipts at any 
International Market Place store or restaurant will receive a complimentary Honolulu Cookie 
Company Year of the Dragon Gift Box. This offer is valid from February 10 – 24, while supplies 
last. Void where prohibited. Visit the Customer Service desk on Level 1 to redeem. 
 

Time Change for Free Hula Show 
To better accommodate schedules of visitors and residents, 
International Market Place is moving the start time 30 minutes earlier 
for its popular torch lighting, hula show and Polynesian revue, ‘O Nā 
Lani Sunset Stories.  The time change was effective January 8, 
when the show moved to a 6 p.m. start time (changed from a 6:30 
p.m. start).  
 

‘O Nā Lani Sunset Stories captivates audiences at International Market Place three nights a 
week (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) honoring the center’s rich history and sense of place 
through Hawaiian and Polynesian song and dance. 
 
Free and open to the public, it begins at sunset with the ceremonial lighting of the Lamakū Torch 
Tower on Kalākaua Avenue and leads to the stage at Queen’s Court.  From March through 
August the show will begin at 6:30 p.m. (changed from a 7 p.m. start).   
 
(‘O Nā Lani Sunset Stories begins at 6:00 p.m. from September to February and 6:30 p.m. from 
March through August.) 
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Tel: 808.922.2246   Open: 10:00 A.M. - 10:00 P.M.

please visit www.luxuryrow.com for individual store hours.

is pleased to announce
Chinese Lion Dance Ceremony

Saturday, February 3RD, 2024 at 5:00 pm 
&

Friday, February 9th, 2024 at 6:30 pm
at LUXURY ROW

Good Fortune Awaits You at Luxury Row!
Please Join Us In Celebrating 

The Chinese Lunar New Year Of The Dragon!
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BUTTERFLY TEA TAKES FLIGHT AT MOANA SURFRIDER, A WESTIN 
RESORT & SPA

HONOLULU – January 29, 2024 — What began as a partnership with 
Paradise Monarchs to create an exceptional afternoon activity celebrating 
transformation and rebirth, Butterfly Tea has morphed into a monthly, must-
experience event at the Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort & Spa.

Held on the second Saturday of the month along the Veranda at the Moana 
Surfrider, January and February’s Butterfly Tea events were filled to capacity. 
As both visitors and guests continue to book the Butterfly Teas at a rapid clip, 
the Moana Surfrider has recently announced Butterfly Tea dates for the rest 
of 2024. They are:

Saturday, March 9
Saturday, April 13
Saturday, May 11
Saturday, June 8
Saturday, July 13
Saturday, August 10
Saturday, September 14
Saturday, October 12
Saturday, November 9
Saturday, December 14

Tailored for children aged 12 and under, this delightful tea service offers an 
interactive dome experience adorned with monarch butterflies alongside 
various engaging activities and education about the butterflies. The Butterfly 
Keiki Tea encompasses a specialized kids’ tea set, a choice of chocolate, 
strawberry, or vanilla milkshake, a box containing a butterfly chrysalis from 
Paradise Monarchs, a pair of wearable butterfly wings, and a goody bag. The 
cost for Butterfly Tea is $75 per person; the other tea sets are also available 
including the Royal Tea, the Duke, Vegan and Gluten-free sets. 

In addition to the second Saturday of the month, Afternoon Tea is held every 
weekend, Friday through Sunday, along the Veranda – a tradition that dates 
back to the early 1900s at the First Lady of Waikiki. The hotel is also planning 
special-event tea times for Mother’s Day on Sunday, May 12, and a Mu‘umu‘u 
Tea to celebrate the birth anniversary of Hawaii’s much-beloved monarch, 
Queen Lili‘uokalani, on Saturday and Sunday, September 7 and 8.

The full tea menu can be found here, and reservations can be made at 
OpenTable.com, and reservations can be made here. Four-hour validated 
valet parking is available for all dining patrons. For more information about 
the Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort and Spa, or to book a room, please visit 
www.moanasurfrider.com.
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New at the

WAIKIKI
SHOPPING
PLAZA
If you’re a fan of chewy, delicious noodles, you’re in 
for a treat! Two new dining options are now open at 
Stix Asia- Ramen Bario and Ribs & Broth Waikiki.

Ramen Bario opened its first location in Tokyo in 2010 
and has since expanded to multiple locations across 
Tokyo and Honolulu. They are known for their 
flavorful tonkotsu ramen and tsukemen.

Ribs & Broth Waikiki is home to authentic Vietnamese Ribs & Broth Waikiki is home to authentic Vietnamese 
cuisine. In addition to their specialty pho, they serve 
up a variety of traditional dishes such as banh mi and 
spring rolls. 

Ramen Bario

Ribs & Broth Waikiki

Weekday Daytime Rate (Mon-Fri, 6:30am-5pm):
$3 per half hour

Weekend Rate (Sat & Sun, 6:30am-midnight):
$2 per hour
 

Weekday Evening Rate (Mon-Fri, 5pm-midnight): 
$2 per hour

Daily Maximum: $75
Lost Ticket: $75

NEW PARKING RATES

2250 Kalakaua Ave, Honolulu, HI 96815
waikikishoppingplaza.com
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Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Monday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM MONDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Monday of 
each month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


